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Absgtract The ability to accurately identify the Internet traffic associated with different application-level protocolsises
sentia to a broad range of network applications. Due to high speed of network and complexity of new protocols, tradi-
tiona port-based application-level protocol identification method is becoming much moreinaccurate. Therefore, a varie-
ty of protocol identification algorithms become a research hotspot. In this paper, several basic concepts of application
level protocol identification are introduced first; then the identification algorithms being used or researched now are
classfied into three categories; their main difficulties, advantages and disadvantages are a0 analyzed; finally two fu-
ture research directions are presented.
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